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38 l§3 1510 CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE
ote ’

perjury involving alleged contribution to though pretrial publieity was nationwide,
political organization ‘n return for im- exposure varied in certaln sections of the
airwent of 'Secuglties and Exchange country. U. S. v. Mitchell, D.C.NY.19T,
ommisslon investigation and judicial 372 F.Supp. 1239, appeal dismlssed 485
| proceedings were not entitled to continu- F.2d 1260,
ance or change of venue on ground that, :

§ 1311, Obstruction of State or local law enforcement

(2) It shall be unlawful for two or more persons to conspire to ob-~
struc,t the enforcement of the eriminal laws of a State or political subdi-
vision thereof, with the intent to facilitate an illegal gambling business
$f— :
N {1) one or more of such personé does any act to effect the object
of such a conspiracy; :

{2) one or more of such persons is an officlal or employee, elected,
:appolnted, or otherwise, of such State or political subdivision; and

supervises, directs, or owns all or part of an illegal gambling busi-
ness. .

_ (b)- As used In this section——
which—

sion in which it is conducted;

(it) involves five or more persons who conduct, finance,
manage, supervise, direct, or own all or part of such business;
and .
{11i) has been oOr remains in subsj:antially continuous opera-

of $2,000 in any single day.

and conducting lotteries, policy, bolita or numbers games, OF selling
chances therein.

(3) “State” means any State of the United States, the District

or possession of the United States.
(e¢) This section shall not apply to any bingo game, lottery, or similar

graph (3) of subsection (e) of section 501 of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1954, as amended, if no part of the gross receipts derived from such
activity inures to the benefit of any private shareholder, member, or em-
ployee of such organization, except as compensation for actual expenses
incurred by him in the conduct of such activity.

(d) Whoever violates this gection shall be punished by a fine of not
more than $20,000 or imprisonment for not more than five years, or both.
Added Pub.L. 91-452, Tlile VIII, § 802(a), Oct. 15, 1970, 84 Stat. 936.

subsection (c) of section 501 of the Inter- subject matter, or to relieve any person of
nal Revenue Code of 1954, referred to In any obligation finposed by any Iaw of any
(3}’4“ Title 26, Internal Revenue Code of sion of a State or possession.”
1954, - Legislative History. Tor legislative his-

Congreasional statement of Findings. tory and purpose of Pub.L. 01452, see
Section 801 of Fub.L. 91-452 provided 187 U.8.Code Cong. and Adm.News, D.
that: "“The Congress tiuds that illegal 4007. .
gambling involves widespread use of, nn
hay an effect upon, interstate commerce
and the furilities thereof.”

Sriority of State Laws, Section 811 of Index to Tiotes
pub.l. 91-452 provided that: “No provi-
sion of this title ;enucting this rection Admissibility of evidence 8
gnd section 1935 o this title, amending Constitutionnlity 34
section 2310 of this title and enacting ma- Construction with other laws 8
terinl set out as notes under this section Delinitions 1
and scction 1935 of this title] indicates an Discovery snd Inspection ic
intent on the part of the Congress to ocC- Elements of offense 3
enpy the field in which such provisiun op- Evidence 2
erates to the exciusion of the law of 8 Indictment 1a .
State or possession, or 8 political subdivi- Partlcipants in buainesa 8

200

(3) one or more of such persons conducts, flnances, manages, - ’

(1) “illegal gambling business” means a gambling business .

(1) "1s a violation of the law of a State or politieal subdivi- -

tion for a period in excess of thirty days or has a gross revenue .

(2) “gambling” mcludes but is not limited to pool-selling, book- -
making, maintaining slot machines, roulette wheels, or dice tables, -

of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and any territory -

_game of chance conducted by an organization exempt from tax under para- .

- Heferences ln Text. Paragraph (3) of slon of a State or possession, on the same

subsec. (c), is classified to section B301(c) Stiate or é)ossession, or political subdivi-
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Historieal and

Roviser's Note. Dased on Title 18, T.
8.C, 1940 ed., § 241a (Mar. 4, 1009, ¢, 2321,
§ 133a, as added Jun. 13, 1940, c. 1, 34 Stat.
13; June 8, 1945, ¢, 178, § 2, 59 Stat. 234),

Word “ageney® was substituted for
the words “independent establishinent,
board, . commission” in two instances to
climinate any possible ambiguity as teo
scope of section. (See definitive scetion 6
of this title)

Minor changes were made in phrase-
ology. 80th Congress Iouse Leport No.
304.

References in  Toxt. The Antitrust
Civil Process Act, referred to in the text,
Is classified to chapter 34 of Title 13,
Comumerce and Trade,

Notes of

Generally o
Constitutionnlily 1 -
Evidence ¢

Indictment or Information 5
Proceedings within section §
Questions for jury 9
Witness within scetion 4

Library rcferencey

_Obstructing Justice ¢&7, 21,
C.J.8. Obstructing Justice §§ 5, 22,

1. Constitutionality

Yormer scction 241a of this title [new
this section] providing that whoever “cor-
ruptly” endeavors to infiucuce, intimidate
or impede any witness in procecding, ete.
was not unconstitutional for failure to sct
up a&n ascertainable standard of guilt
contrary to U.S.C.A.Const. Amends. 3 and
6. U. 8 v, Brumficlq, D.C.La.1940, & I.
Supp. 63G. . :

2. Generally

This scction covers any activity which
would influence or intimidate witness who
might be called to testifly and jis not
limited to witness who has bren ealled to
testify with defendant’s knowledge. U. S.
v. Batten, D.C.D.C.196t, 228 ¥.Supp. 497,
certiorari denied §5 §.Ct. 898, 250 U.S. 012,
13'LEA.2d 799, rchiearing danied $3 S.Ct.
1537, 381 U.S. 050, 11 L.BQ.2d ¢SS.

3, Xroccedings within secction

The submission to the Naturalization
Serviee of an application to file a peti-
tion for naturalization cannot, in a legal

s RS e
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Ch. 73

Revision Notes

1362 Ameondment. I'ub.T., 87-6it sub-
stituted the catchline “Qbstruction of
proceedings before departments, agen-
cies, and committees” for “Influencing op
injuring witness before agencies and
committees” and punished the willful ra.
moval, concecalment, destruction, mutila.
tion, alteration or falsifieation of docu-

ments which were the subject of a de~ .

mand uwader the Antitrust Civil Process
Act if dome with the intent to prevent
compliance with a eivil investigative de-
mand,

Legislative llistdry: For legislative Lis.
tory and purpese of Pub.l. 8T-664, soa

s

1962 U.8.Code Cong. and Adm.News, p. .

2567,

Decisions

sense, have pendeney throughout the cn-
tire United States within meaning of this.
section croixting a - criminal  offense
against one who corruptly attempts to
obstruct or impede the due and propar
administration of law, under which such
a proceeding is had before a department
or agency of the United States. Taran .
v. T, 8. CAMINn059, 266 F.2d 561

In prosccution for corruptly endeuver-
ing to influcnee and impede due anl
proper administration of law in relation
to a naturalization proceeding allegelly
pending. before Immigration Service,
based on a false statement allegedly
made in defendant’s .application for par-’
don regarding other arrests angd convie-
tions against him, naturalization pro-
ceeding was not pending in 1931 befors
the Service when the defendant moads
the application for pardon, nor when
pardon was obtained by him, so as to
authorize convietion, where at the time
of charged offense the Service had no ap-
plication in its hands, in that it ro:
ed the naturalization application as uot
having been entitled to be submitted and
returned it to defendant, and defeudaut
subsequently submitted a new applier-
tion in 1935 haviug no relation to what
was done in 1051, Id.

“Proceeding” within this scetion in-
cludes any investigation which is dirceted
by forinal order of Securities anid LS
change Commission and at which desise
nated oflicer takes testimony under oath.
U. 8. v. Batten, D.C.D.C.1964, 226 I.Supp-
492, certiorari denled 85 8.Ct. S98, v“?
U.8. 012, 13 I.Ed.2d 799, rehearing demtr"
&3 S.Ct. 1357, 881 U.S. 930, 14 1,.1d.2d o=

Ch. 72
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2 nhave pendency throughout the on;-
WUnited States within meaning of this
in  creating  a  eriminal  offense
st one who corruptly attempts ts
Fuct or jmipede the due and proper
Inistration of law, under which such |
‘acceding 1s had before a departmest ‘
isney of the TUnited States. Taraa.
8., C.ANMInN1939, 266 F.2d4 36t

prosecution for corruptly endeavors
{o influence and impede due and
Jor administration of law in relatioa.
naturalization proceeding allagedly
Ting  before Immigration Socvice.
x on a false statement allegedly
in defendant’s application for pas~
rding other arrvests and couvie
acninst him, naturalization pre=
« was not pending in 1851 hefore:
i Service when the defendant made
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.04 it to defendant, and defendast’

juently submitted a new applicd<i
5 in 1935 having no relation to whs
odone in 1951, Id.

oceeding™  within  this section iBe~
any investigation which is directed:
rinnl order of Securities and EX-

aye Commission and at which desig- - .

2t ofticer takes testimony under 0atHe.
3. v, Datten, D.C.D.C1954, 220 T.Supd-
i cortiorarl denied 83 S.Ct. S9& s
1012, 13 T, 1a.2d 799, rehearing denied
3.0t 1557, 381 .8, 930, 1t L.1d.2d 83
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Ch. 73 OBSTRUCTION
witness within section .
» whomn defendant knew was prob-
witness hefore Scuate Cominittee
1 awho intended to testify was a it
though not under subpoena when
Jaut gave him false story to tell
and if he testified, for purposes of
Leentions for subornation of perjury
1 corruptly influencing witness to glve
and perjurious information to Sen-
s Committee investigators, Stein v. U.
« C.ACal19th, 337 Fod 14, certiorari
: 1§53 S.Ct. $89, 280 T.S. 907, 13 1.12d.

5

Indictiment or information
tietment charging that defendant un-
e fully,  wilfully, and knowlingly daid
L.eruptly influence, obstruct and impede
...1 corruptly endeavor to ‘influence, ob-
et and impede due and proper ¢Xcr-
of power of infuiry by certain spe-
« acts, particularly altering. defacing
i partially destroeying and withholding
saqn Senate Seleet Committee certain un-
. invofce or record, whick bore rea-
Lle relation to subject matter of in-
v of Senate Scleet Committee, and
2ling and withholding envelope and
randum containing union’s records,
‘h bore reasonable relation to subjeet
tor of inquiry, and relevant to it, suf-
ceiently charged an offense under this
«ction dealing with influencing or in-
riug witness before ageneies and com-
- iees. U. 8. v. Presser, D.C.Ohio 1940,
7 F.Supp. G

ludictment eharging that defendant un-
wfutty, wilfully and kuowingly did cor-
tiy influence, obstruct and impede and

impede due and proper exercise of
r of inquiry by certain specific acts,
ticularly  altering, defacing and par-
iy destroying and withholding from
te Select Committee certain union in-
ice or record, which bore reasonable re-

T
ion to subject matter of iaquiry of Sen-
e Seleet Committee, and concealing and
withholdlng envelope and memoraundum
(ontaining union’s records, which bore
s 1sonable relation to subject matter of
tnquiry, and relevant to it, would not be
sse@, on ground that doctrine of res
licata applied beeause of prior Indict-
it charging defendant with unlawful
fusal to answer question before Senate
Yoleet Committee, " 1d. '

7t

Tndictment charging that defendant un-
Iwfuily, witfully and knowingly did cor-
suptly influence, obstruct and impede and
sarruptly endeavor to iufluence, obstruct
wnd finpede due and proper exerclse of

ruptly endeavor to influence, obstruct’

18 § 1505

power of inguiry by certain specific acts,
particularly altering, defacing and par-
tially dcktroying and withholding from
Senate Select Conunittee certain union
invoice or rccord, which bore reasonable
relation to subjcct natter of inquiry of
Sonate Seleet Committee, and concealing
and withholding envelope and memoran-
dum containing union’s records, which
bore reasonable relation to subject mat-
ter of inquiry, and relevant te it, would
not be dismissed, on ground of double
jeopardy, because of prior indictment
charging defendant with unlawful refusal
to answer question before Semate Select
Committee, since same facts would nat
prove each case. Id.

OF JUSTICE

An indictment for conspiracy to vio-
late erminal code by subornation of poer-
jury in proecceding before the ¥Federal
Tetrolenm Toard was not subject to crit-
jeism that it was too vague, contradic-
tory, duplicitous, uncertain and indefnite.
U. 8. v. Drwmnficld, D.C.La104s, 83 F.
Supp. 696,

G. Evidcnco

The “two witness rule” was not appli-
cable in showing that defeddant violated
this section proscribing obstruction of
justice by influencing witness te give
false testimony and informatioun to Sen-
ate Committee and its investigators, and
testimony of one person alone was suffi-
cient to convict. Stein v, U. 8., C.A.Cal
1064, 337 }.24 14, certinrari denied 83 8.Ct.
$59, 380 U.S. 007, 13 L.1Ed.2d 705

Testimony of one person alone is suffi-
cient to conviet defendant for obstructing
justice iu influencing witness to give
false testimony lo Senate Committee and
te give false and perjurious information
to committee investigators. Id.

Evidence - sustained convictions under
counts charging corruptly inducing wit-
ness to testify falsely and corruptly in-
fluencing him to give false and perjurious
informmation to investigators of Senate
Comimittee. 1d.

7, Questions for jury

whether deféndant charged with ob-
struction of justice in Securities and Ex-
change Commission’s investigation by in-
ducing person to tesfify falsely that he
nad purchased certain sceurities throtugh
firm of which defendant was head and
had resold sccuvities to that firm knew
that witness would be asked to testify
under oath was jury question. U. 5. v,
Batten, D.C.D.C.1064, 226 F.Supp. 402, cer-
tiorarl denied 83 S.Ct. §08, 880 U.S. 012,
13 I.Ed.2d 799, rchearing denicd 83 S.Ci.
1557, 381 U.S. 030, 14 1. 1d.2d4 638,

597
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$ 1504
AMENDMENTS
1968—Pub. L. 80578 substituted “United States magis-
trate” and “magistrate” for “United States commissioner”
and “commissioner”, {n two instances, respectively.
' Cross REFERENCES

Bribery of officers, jurors or wltnesses. see section 201
et seq. of this title.

Influencing juror or witness as crlmlnal contempt, see
section 401 of this title.

Wire or oral communications, authorization for inter-
ception, to provide evidence of offenses under this section,
see section 2516 of this title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 201, 1961, 2518
of this title.

§1504. Influencing juror by writing.

Whoever attempts to influence the action or de-
cision of any grand or petit juror of any court of the
United States upon any issue or matter pending
before such juror, or before the jury of which he is &
member, or pertaining to his duties, by writing or
sending to him any written communication, in rela-
tion to such issue or matter, shall be fined not more
than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than six months.
or both.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to
prohibit the communication of a request to appear

before the grand jury. (June 25, 1948, ch. 645,
62 Stat. 770 -
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
Reviser's Note—Based on title 18, U. 8. C, 1840 ed.,

§ 243 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 321, § 137, 35 Stat. 1113).
Last paragraph was added to remove the possibility that
a proper request to appear before a grand jury might be
construed as a technical violation of this section.
Minor changes were made in phraseclogy.
Cross REFERENCES

Bribery of public officials and witnesses, see section 201
of this title. _
Minor offenses tried by United States maglstrates as
excluding offenses punishable under this section, see
- section 3401 of this title,
SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 202 of this title.

§ 1505. Obstruction of proceedings before depart-
ments, agencies, and committees.

Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by any
threatening letter or communication, endeavors to
“influence, intimidate, or impede any witness in any
proceeding pending before any department or agency
of the United States, or in c¢onnection with any in-
quiry or investigation being had by either House, or
any committee of either House, or any joint commlt-
tee of the Congress; or
Whoever injures any party or witness in his per-
son or property on account of his attending or having
attended such proceeding, inquiry, or investigation,

or on account of his testifying or having testified to '

any matter pending therein; or
Whoever, with intent to avoid, evade, prevent, or
obstruct compliance in whole or in part with any
civil investigative demand duly and properly made
l under the Antitrust Civil Process Act or section 1368
of this title willfully removes from any place, con-
ceals, destroys, mutilates, alters, or by other means
falsifies any documentary material which is the
subject of such demand; or
Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by
any threatening letter or commmunication influences,

TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

Page 4312

obstructs, or impedes or endeavors to influence, ob-
struct, or impede the due and proper administration
of the law under which such proceeding is being had
before such department or agency of the United
States, or the due and proper exercise of the power
of inquiry under which such inquiry or investigation
is being had by either House, or any committee of
either House or any joint committee of the Con-
Eress—

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned -
not more than five years, or both. (June 25, 1948,
ch. 645, 62 Stat. 770; Sept. 19, 1962, Pub. L. §7-664,
§ 6(a), 76 Stat. 551; Oct. 15, 1970, Pub. L. 91-452,
title IX, § 903, 84 Stat. 947

LecistaTive HISTORY
Reviser’'s Note—Based on title 18, U. S. C.,, 1940 ed.,
§ 241a (Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 321, § 135a, as added Jan. 13,
1940, ch. 1, 54 Stat. 13; June 8, 1945, ch. 178, § 2, 69

- Stat. 234).

Word “agency' was substituted for the words “independ-
ent establishment, board, commission” in two instances
to eliminate any possible ambiguity as to scope of sece
tion. (See definitive section & of this title.)

Minor changes were made in phraseoclogy.

REFERENCES IN TEXT
The Antitrust Civil Process Act, referred to In text,
18 classified to chapter 34 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade.
AMENDMENTS

1970-—Pub. L. 81-452 added reference to section 1068
of this title.

1962—Pub, L. 87-884 substituted the catchline "Ob-
struction of proceedings before departments, agencies, and
committees” for “Influencing or injuring witness before
agencies and committees” and punished the willful re-
moval, concenlment, destruction, mutilation, alteration or
falsification of documents which were the subject of a
demand under the Antitrust Civil Process Act if done with
the intent to prevent compliance with a civil mvestlgative
demand.

Cross REFERENCES
Bribery of public officials or witnesses, see section 201
of this title.
SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 203 of this title;
title 12 section 1467,

§ 1501()5 'lI‘heft or alteration of record or process; false
aid.

Whoever felonlously steals, takes away, alters, fal-
sifies, or otherwise avoids any record, writ, process,
or other proceeding, in any court of the United
States, whereby any judgment is reversed, made
void, or does not take effect; or

Whoever acknowledges, or procures to be acknowl-
edged im any such court, any recognizance, bail, or
judgment, In the name of any other person not
privy or consenti'ng to the same—

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned
not more than five years, or both. (June 25, 1948,
ch. 645, 82 Stat. 770.) -

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Reviser's Note.—Based on title 18, U. 8. C,, 1640 ed., § 233
(Mar. 4, 1809, ch. 321, & 127, 35 Stat, 1111).

The term of imprisonment was reduced from 7 to 5
years, to conform the punishment with llke ones for
similar offenses. (See section 1503 of this title.)

Minor changes were made in phraseclogy.

Cross REPERENCES
Concealment, removal or destruction of records, see
section 2071 of this title.
Embezzlement or theft of records, generally, see section
841 of this title.
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§ 1504 TITLE 18.—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

) AMENDMENTS
1868—Pub. L. 90-678 substituted “United States magis-
trate” and “msagistrate” for “United States commissioner”
. and “commissioner”, in two instances, respectively.
' ) Cross REFERENCES

Bribery of officers, jurors or witnesses, see section 201
et seq. of this title.

Influencing juror or witness as criminal contempt, see
section 401 of this title.

Wire or oral communications, authorization for inter-
ception, to provide evidence of offenses under this section,
see section 2516 of this title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 201, 1861, 2516
of this title. :

§ 1504. Influencing juror by writing.

Whoever attempts to influence the action or de-
cislon of any grand or petit juror of any court of the
United States upon any issue or matter pending
before such juror, or before the jury of which heisa
member, or pertaining to his duties, by writing or
sending to him any written communication, in rela-
tion to such issue or matter, shall be fined not more
than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than six months.
or both.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to
prohibit the communication of a request to appear
before the grand jury. (June 25, 1948, ch. 645,

62 Stat. 770.)
LEeGISLATIVE HISTORY

Reviser’s Note.~—Based on title 18, U. 8, C., 1940 ed.,
§ 243 (Mar. 4, 1808, ch. 321, § 137, 35 Stat. 1113).

Last paragraph was added to remove the possibility that
a proper request to appear before & grand jury might be
construed as a technical viclation of this section.

Minor changes were made in phraseoclogy.

CRrOSS REFERENCES
Bribery of public officials and witnesses, see section 201
of this title. : .
Minor offenses tried by United Statea magistrates as
excluding offenses punishable under this section, see
section 3401 of this title.
SECTION REFERRED T0 IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 202 of this title.

§ 1505. Obstruction of procéediligé before depart-
ments, agencies, and committees.

Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by any
threatening letter or, communication, endeavors to
influence, intimidate, or impede any witness in any

proceeding pending before any department or agency

of the United States, or in connection with any in-
quiry or investigation being had by either House, or
any committee of either House, or any joint commit-
tee of the Congress; or )
Whoever injures any party or witness in his per-
son or property on account of his attending or having
- attended such proceeding, inquiry, or investigation,
or on account of his testifying or having testifled to
any matter pending therein; or
Whoever, with intent to avoid, evade, prevent, or
- obstruct compliance in whole or in part with any
_eivil investigative demand duly and properly made
1 under the Antitrust Civil Process Act or section 1968
of this title willfully removes from any place, con-
ceals, destroys, mutilates, alters, or by other means
falsifies any documentary material which is the
subject of such demand; or
Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by
any threatening letter or communication influences,

Page 4312

obstructs, or impedes or endeavors to influence, ob-
struct, or impede the due and proper administration
of the law under which such proceeding is being had
before such department or agency of the United
States, or the due and proper exercise of the power

of inquiry under which such inquiry or investigation -

is being had by either House, or any committee of
either House or any joint committee of the Con-
gress— :

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned

not more than five years, or both. (June 25, 1948,
ch. 645, 62 Stat. 770; Sept. 19, 1962, Pub. L. 87-664,
§6(n), 76 Stat. 551; Oct. 15, 1970, Pub. L. 91-452,
title IX, § 903, 84 Stat. 947.)

LEGistaTIvE HISTORY

Reviser’s Note—Based on title 18, U. S. C., 1940 ed.,
§ 241a (Mar. 4, 1808, ch. 321, § 135a, as added Jan. 13,
1940, ch. 1, 54 Stat. 13; June 8, 1945, ch. 178, § 2, 58
Stat. 234).

Word “agency” was substituted for the words “independ-
ent establishment, board, commission” in two instances
to eliminate any possible ambiguity as to scope of sec-
tion., (See definitive section 8 of this title.)

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Antitrust Civil Process Act, referred to in text,

is classified to chapter 34 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade.
AMENDMENTS

1970-—Pub. L. 91-452 added reference to section 1968
of this title.

1962—Pub. L. 87-684 substituted the catchline "Ob-
struction of proceedings before departments, agencies, and
committees” for “Influencing or injuring witness before
agencies and committees” and punished the wiliful re-
moval, concealment, destruction, mutilation, slteration or
falsification of documents which were the subject of a
demand under the Antitrust Clvil Process Act if done with
the intent to prevent compliance with a civil investigative
demand.

’ Cross REFERENCES

Bribery of public officials or witnesses, see section 201
of this title,

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 203 of this title;
title 12 section 1457.

§ 150!?. "ll‘heft or alteration of record or process; false
ani.

Whoever feloniously steals, takes away, alters, fal-
sifies, or otherwise avoids any record, writ, process,
or other proceeding, in any court of the United
States, whereby any judgment is reversed, made
void, or does not take effect; or

Whoever acknowledges, or procures to be acknowl-
edged im any such court, any recognizance, bail, or
judgment, in the name of any other person not
privy or consenting to the same—

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned
not more than flve years, or both. (June 25, 1948,
ch. 645, 62 Stat. 770.) -

LeGISLATIVE HISTORY

Reviser’s Note.—Based on title 18, U. 8. C., 1940 ed., § 233
(Mar, 4, 1808, ch. 331, § 127, 35 Stat. 1111).

The term of imprisonment was reduced from 7 to §
years, to conform the punishment with like ones for
similar offenses. (See section 1503 of this title.)

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

Cr063 REFERENCES .
Concealment, removal or destruction of records, see
section 2071 of ‘this title.
Embezzlement or theft of records, generally, see section
841 of this title.




A A

§ 1504

AMENDMENTS
1968—Pub. L. 90678 substituted "United States magis-
trate” and “magistrate” for "United States commissioner”
and “commissioner”, in two instances, respectively.
. Cross REFERENCES

Bribery of officers, jurors or witnesses, see section 201
et seq. of this title,

Influencing juror or witness as criminal contempt see
section 401 of this title.

Wire or oral communications, authorization for inter-
ception, to provide evidence of offenses under this section,
see section 25186 of this title. ’

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

.This section is referred to in sections 201, 1961, 2518
of this title.

§ 1504, Influencing juror by writing.

Whoever attempts to influence the action or de-
cision of any grand or petit juror of any court of the
United States upon any issue or matter pending
before such juror, or before the jury of which heisa
member, or pertaining to his duties, by writing or-
sending to him any written communication, in rela-
tion to such issue or matter, shall be fined not more
than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than six months.
or both.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to
prohibit the communication of a request to appear
before the grand jury. (June 25, 1948, ch. 645,
62 Stat. 770.)

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
.Reviser’s Note.—Based on title 18, U. 8. C, 1940 ed..
§ 243 (Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 321, § 137, 35 Stat. 1113).
Last paragraph was added to remove the possibility that
a proper request to appear before a grand fury might be
construed as a technical violation of this section.
. Minor changes were made in phraseology.

CrosS REFERENCES

Bribery of public officials and witnhesses, ses section 201
of this title,

Minor offenses tried by United States magistrates as
exciuding offenses punishable under this section, see
section 3401 of this title.

SECTION REFERRED To IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section s referred to In section 202 of this title.

§ 1505. Obstruction of proceedings before depart-

TITLE 18.—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

ments, agencies, and commitiees,
Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by any
threatening letter or communication, endeavors to
influence, intimidate, or impede any witness in any
proceeding pending before any department or agency
of the United States, or in connection with any in-

- quiry or investization being had by either House, or
any committee of either House, or any joint commit-

tee of the Congress; or-
Whoever injures any party or witness in his per-
son or property on account of his attending or having
attended such proceeding, inquiry, or investigation,
or on account of his testifying or having testified to
any matter pending therein; or .
Whoever, with intent to avoid, evade, prevent, or
obstruct compliance in whole or in part with any
civil investigative demand duly and properly made
] under the Antitrust Civil Process Act or section 1968
of this title willfully removes from any place, con-
ceals, destroys, mutilates, alters, or by other means
falsifies any documentary material which is the
subject of such demand; or
Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by
any threatening letter or communication influences,
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obstructs, or impedes or endeavors to influence, ob-
struct, or impede the due and proper administration
of the law under which such proceeding is being had
before such department or agency of the United
States, or the due and proper exercise of the power
of inquiry under which such inquiry or investigation
is being had by either House, or any committee of

‘either House or any jomt committee of the Con-

gress—

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned

not more than five years, or both. (June 25, 1948,
ch. 645, 62 Stat. 770; Sept. 19, 1962, Pub. L. 87-664,
§6(a), 76 Stat. 551; Oct. 15, 1870, Pub. L. 91-452,
title IX, § 803, 84 Stat. 947

LeciSLATIVE HISTORY

Reviser’s Note.~—Based on title 18, U. S. €., 1940 ed.,
§ 241a (Mar. 4, 1809, ch. 321, § 135a, as added Jan. 13,
1940, ch. 1, 54 Stat. 13; June 8, 1945, ch. 178, § 2, 58
Stat. 234).

Word “agency’ was substituted for the words “independ-
ent establishment, board, commission” in two instances
to eliminate any possible ambiguity as to scope of sec-
tion. (See definitive section 6 of this title,)

Minor changes were made in phraseclogy.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Antitrust Civil Process Act, referred to In text,
1s classified to chapter 34 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade,.

AMENDMENTS

1970—-Pub. L. 81-452 added reference to section 1968
of this title.

1962—Pub. L. 87-664 substituted the catchline "Ob-
struction of proceedings before departments, agencies, and
committees” for "Influencing or injuring witness before
agencles and committees” and punished the willful re-
maoval, concealment, destruction, mutilation, alteration or
falsification of documents which were the subject of a
demand under the Antitrust Civil Process Act If done with
the intent to prevent complmnce with a civil lnvestigattve
demand.

CrosY REFERENCES

Bribery of public officials or witnesses, see section 201

of this title,

' SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 203 of this title;
title 12 section 14567.

§ 1508. _’ll’heft or alteration of record or process; false
akk.

Whoever feloniously steals, takes away, alters, fal-
sifies, or otherwise avoids any record, writ, process,
or other proceeding, in any court of the United
States, whereby any judgment is reversed, made
void, or does not take effect; or

Whoever acknowledges, or procures to be acknowl-
edged i@ any such court, any recognizance, balil, or
‘judgment, in the name of any other person not
privy or consenting to the same—

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned
not more than flve years, or both., (June 25, 1948,

" ¢ch. 645, 62 Stat. 770.) -

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Revtser s Note.-—Based on title 18, U. 8. C,, 1840 ed § 233
(Mar. 4, 1809, ch. 321, § 127, 35 8Btat. 1111). :

The term of imprisonment was reduced from 7.to B
years, to conform the punishment with like ones for
slmilar offenses. {(See sectlon 1503 of this title.) |

Minor changes were made in phraseology. )

Cross REFERENCES ~

Concealment, removal or destruction of :records $12]
section 2071 of this title.

Embezzlement or theft of records, generally, see section
6841 of this title.

»a
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TITLE 18.—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

§ 1504

AMENDMENTS -

1968—Pub. L. 80-578 substituted “United States magis-
trate” and “maglstrate” for “United States commissioner”
and “commissioner”, in two instances, respectively.

Cross REFERENCES

Bribery of officers, jurors or wltnesses, see section 201
et seq. of this title.

Influencing juror or witness as criminal contempt, see
section 401 of this title.

Wire or oral communications, authorization for inter-
ception, to provide evidence of offenses under this section,
see section 2518 of this title.

SecTioN REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 201, 19681, 2516
of this title.

§ 1504. Influencing juror by writing.

Whoever attempts to influence the action or de-
cision of any grand or petit juror of any court of the
United States upon any issue or matter pending
before such juror, or before the jury of which heisa
member, or pertaining to his duties, by writing or
sending to him any written communication, in rela-
tion to such Issue or matter, shall be fined not more
than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than six months.
or both.

Nothing in this section shall be construed fto
prohibit the communication of a request to appear
before the grand jury. (June 25, 1948, ch. 645,

62 Stat. 7700
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Reviger’'s Note—Based on title 18, U. 8. C,,
§ 243 (Mar. 4, 1808, ch. 321, § 137, 35 Stat. 1113).

Last paragraph was added to remove the possibility that
& proper request to appear before a grand jury might be
construed as a technical violation of this section.

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

1940 ed.,

CrosS REFERENCES

Bribery of public oﬂicials and witnesses, ses section 201
of this title.

Minor offenses tried by United States magistrates as
excluding offenses punishable under this section, see
section 3401 of this title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section s referred to in section 202 of this title.

§ 1505. Obstruction of proceedmgs before depart-
ments, agencies, and committees.

Whoever corruptly, or by threats or foree, or by any
threatening letter or communication, endeavors to
influence, intimidate, or impede any witness in any
proceeding pending before any department or agency
of the United States, or in connection with any in-
quiry or investigation being had by either House, or
any committee of either House, or any joint commit-

not more than flve years, or both.

tee of the Congress; or
Whoever injures any party or witness in his per-
son or property on account of his attending or having
attended such proceeding, inquiry, or investigation,
or on account of his testifying or having testiﬁed to
any matter pending therein; or
Whoever, with intent to avoid, evade, prevent, or
obstruct compliance in whole or in part with any
civil investigative demand duly and properly made
[ under the Antitrust Civil Process Act or section 1968
of this title willfully removes from any place, con-
ceals, destroys, mutilates, alters, or by other means
falsifies any documentary material which is the
subject of such demand; or
Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by
-any threatening letter or cornmunication influences,
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obstructs, or impedes or endeavors to influence, ob-
struct, or impede the due and proper administration
of the law under which such proceeding is being had
before such department or agency of the United
States, or the due and proper exercise of the power
of inquiry under which such inquiry or investigation
is being had by either House, or any committee of
either House or any joint committee of the Con-
gress— ’ '

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned
(June 25, 1948,
ch. 645, 62 Stat. 770; Sept. 19, 1962, Pub. L. 87-664,
§ 6(a), 76 Stat. 551; Oct. 15, 1970, Pub. L, 21-452,
title IX, § 903, 84 Stat. 947.)

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Reviser’s Note.—Based on title 18, U. 3. C., 1840 ed.,
§ 241a (Mar. 4, 1808, ch. 321, § 135a, as added Jan. 13,
1940, ch. 1, 54 Stat. 13; June 8, 19486, ch. 178, § 2, 59
Stat. 234).

Word “agency’” was substituted ror the words “independ-
ent establishment, board, commission' in two {nstances
to eliminate any- possible ambiguity as to scope of sec-
tion. (See definitive section 8§ of this title.)

Minor changes were made in phraseoclogy.

REFERENCES 1IN TEXT

The Antitrust Civil Process Act, referred to in text,
18 classifled to chapter 34 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade.

AMENDMENTS

1970—Pub. L. §1-452 added reference to section 1968
of this title.

1962—Pub, L. 87-884 substituted the catchline “Ob-
struction of proceedings before departments, agencies, and
committees” for “Influencing or injuring witness before
agencies and committees” and punished the willful re-
moval, concealment, destruction, mutilation, alteration or
falsification of documents which were the subject of a
demand under the Antitrust Civil Process Act if done with
the intent to prevent compiiance with a civil investigative
demand. '

Cross REFERENCES

Bribery of public officials or witnesses, see section 201

of this title. :

SECTION REFERRED To IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 203 of this title;
title 12 section 1457,

§ 150:. _'ll‘heft or alteration of record or process; false
ail.

Whoever feloniously steals, takes away, alters, fal-
sifies, or otherwise avoids any record, writ, process,
or other proceeding, in any court of the United
States, whereby any judgment is reversed, made
void, or does not take effect; or

Whoever acknowledges, or procures to be acknowl-
edged in any such court, any recognizance, bail, or’

b judgment, in the name of any other person not

privy or consenting to the same—

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned
not more than five years, or both. (June 25, 1948,
ch. 645, 82 Stat. 770.) -

LEGISLATIVE HISTURY

Reviser's Note.—Based on title 18, U. 8. C,, 1840 ed., § 233
(Mar. 4, 1809, ch. 321, § 127, 356 Btat. 1111).

The term of imprisonment was reduced from 7 to &
years, to conform the punishment with llke ones for
similar offenses. (See section 1503 of this title.)

Minor changes were made In phraseology.

) Crogs REFERENCES
Concealment, removal or destruction of records, see
section 2071 of this title. ’ .
Embezzlement or thetft of records, generally, gee section
841 of this title,




